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1. Exclusive part.

RETURNING to yesterday ‘s problems I
Simplified SM format for today:

(8) John only introduced BILL . to Sue.

(9) a.~dx[xe ALT- A X#Bill A
John introduced x to Sue = 1]

b. Vx [x € ALT: A
John introduced x to Sue = 1 — x = Bill]

where ALT, 1s the set of C-restricted alternatives to the
focus value

(10) ONLY (FOC) (BACKGROUND)
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1. Exclusive part.

RETURNING to yesterday ‘s problems I
Simplified SM format for today:

(8) John only introduced BILL to Sue.

(9) a.—dx[xe ALT. A X#Bill A
John introduced x to Sue = 1]

b. Vx:x e ALT..
[John introduced x to Sue = 1 — x = Bill]]

where ALT is the set of C-restricted alternatives to the
focus value
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1. Exclusive part.

RETURNING to yesterday ‘s problems II

(33) Chinese zhi vs. cdi 11

a. Wo cai you yibai  kuai
I onlygc have 100 $
‘Tonly have 100 $ ...’
b. ...méi you liangbai kuai.
not have 200 $
‘... and not 200 $.’
b’. #..mé1 you biéde  dongxi.

not have  other things
‘... and not other things.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Exclusive part.

RETURNING to yesterday ‘s problems II

(33) Chinese zhi vs. cdi 11

a. Wo cai you yibai  kuai
I onlygc have 100 $
‘Tonly have 100 $ ...’
b. ...méi you liangbai kuai.
not have 200 $
‘... and not 200 $.’
b’. #..mé1 you biéde  dongxi.

not have  other things
‘... and not other things.’
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Plan for today:

e Vietnamese

e (Chinese
e What to do?
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1. Vietnamese

Vietnamese major constituent order

SVO

ey

HOm qua Namg an,  thit bo,.
yesterday Nam eat beef
‘Nam ate beef yesterday.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

A fieldworker’s nightmare!

(1) Chi méi NAM, méi in thit bo  thoi.
only, only, Nam  only;eat beef only,
‘Only Nam eats beef.’

(2) Thamchi dn  NAM, ciing in thit bo.
even, even, Nam  also eat beef

‘Even Nam ate beef.’

I Just kiddin‘: Thank you so much, Kieu Phuong HA and Thu Trang NGUYEN!

All the Vietnamese data is from Hole (2008).

Zimmermann / Hole: 11
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1: The AwF pattern

Focus-sensitive particles in adverbial
position: ONLY and EVEN

(1) Hom qua Nam chi [an thit bo| thoi.
yesterday Nam only eat meat beef PRT
‘Nam only |ate beef] yesterday.’

(2) Hom qua Nam tham chi [an thit bol.
yesterday Nam even eat meat beef
‘Nam even [ate beef] yesterday.’

Zimmermann / Hole: 12
Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1: The AwF pattern

Focus-sensitive particles in adverbial position:

Minor complication with postverbal adverbial ALSO

(3)

[Bic ndong dan nudilon.] (Bic ay) trong c¢a cachua.
CL farmer raise pig he grow also tomatoes

“The farmer raises pigs. He also grows tomatoes.’

2

Béc ndng dan khéng chi dn cachua ma E%mn*% ca cachua.

the farmer not only eat tomato but grow  also tomato
The farmer doesn’t just eat tomatoes, he also [grows]i tomatoes.”

Probably a superficial phonological effect

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1: The AwF pattern
Focus-sensitive particles in adverbial position:

Minor complication with postverbal adverbial ALSO
(3) [Bic ndng din nudilon.] (Bac dy) trong cd  ca chua.
CL farmer raise pig he grow also tomatoes

“The farmer raises pigs. He also grows tomatoes.

¥

Analogous things happen with individual modals:

(5) Nam [cothe an bo.
Nam can  eat meat beef

N

‘Nam can eat beef.’

Nam jan duoc thit bo.

Nam eat can meat beef

‘Nam can eat beef.” (he’s not allergic to it, or otherwise adversely af-
fected by it)

-
(Wl
S’
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1: The AwF pattern in a nutshell

9) Adverbial focus-sensitive particles in Vietnamese

(1) Adverbial focus-sensitive particles in Vietnamese associate
with a constituent in the extended VP-projection of a sentence;
(11) the adverbial focus-sensitive particle for EVEN foci is tham
chr
(111) the adverbial focus-sensitive particle for ALSO foci is ¢&;
(iv) the adverbial focus-sensitive particle for ONLY foci is ¢chi.
Zimmermann / Hole: 15
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 2: The partition pattern

Vietnamese doesn‘t only have adverbial AwF

focus marking.

There‘s a second system which looks very

much like an instantiation of SM.

Zimmermann / Hole: 16
Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 2: The partition pattern

(10)  THE PARTITION PATTERN (prototypical case)
[[PRTEoc Focus argument] [PRTpg Background]]

(11) a. [|Pén [Nam|g| [cling [an thit  bolggll.
PRTEOCeven INAM PRTRGevenalso €4t meat beef
“Even Nam ate beef.’

b. [[Ca |Nam|g| [cung [an  thit  bolggl].
PRTFDCHI S0 Nﬂ m PR‘TBGEV’E n/also e ﬂt meat bEEf
‘Nam, too. ate beet.”

[[Moi |[Nam|g| [mai |an thit  bo]gg]l.
PRTFOConly Nam PRTRGony €dl meat beef
‘Only Nam eats beef.’

o

Zimmermann / Hole: 17
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 2: The partition pattern

(10)  THE PARTITION PATTERN (prototypical case)

[[PRTroc Focus argument]| [PRTpc Background]]

(17) TOPOLOGY OF THE PARTITION PATTERN FOR AEQO FOCI (to be revised)

a.  The general pattern
[PRTpoc FOCUS]  |PRTyg BACKGROUND]

b. Instantiations

EVEN: den cling
ALSO:  ca FOCUS  cing BACKGROUND
ONLY: moi moi

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1+2: Confounding factors
(a) Backgrounded subjects preceding background markers

N\,

(12) Den |pho mit]z [Nam cung thich|gg.
‘Nam likes even [cheese .’

That*s an independent phenomenon. Just as in English,
subjects precede many sentence-level operators (the
subject function as a grammaticalized topic function).

Zimmermann / Hole: 19
Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1+2: Confounding factors

(b) Mixed structures/Optional use of markers

(13) b.  [[{Théam chi) (dén) [Nam]g] [*(cling) [an thit bdlgsll.
even PRTROCeven INAM PRTBgevenvalso €at meatbeef
ven Nam ate beef.”/*Nam, too, ate beef.’

(Ca) [Nam]g] [*(cling) [An thit bdlegl]. (cf. (11b))
PRTgeoca1s0 Nam PRTpCevenalse €4l meat beef
‘Nam, too, ate beef.’

Wm% Fl [(
Nzﬁm

Zimmermann / Hole: 20
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1. Vietnamese

Tidying up 1+2: Confounding factors

(c) Partition structures with in-situ foci

.

(16) a.  [Lam ciing
Lam PRTRGeven/also g&iﬁf Nam P
‘Lam gave Nam also [money g

RTFOCals0 MONEY

[Nam chi doc moi
Nam only read PRTgo

. 0C
Nam read only [books/a b

o &

only

¥
&

0ok’

Zimmermann / Hole:
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1. Vietnamese

Object focus I

(23) DIRECT OBJECT+AWEF-STRATEGY
a. HOomqua Nam thamchi an [thit bolg
yesterday Nam even eat meat beef
‘Nam even ate [beef]g yesterday.’

b. Béac ndOng dan trong ea  [ca chualg
CcL farmer grow also tomatoes
“The farmer also grows [tomatoes|g.’

Homqua Nam chi 4n [thit bo]g thoi.
yesterday Nam only eat meat beef PRT
‘Nam only ate [beef]r yesterday.’

o

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Object focus II

(25) DIRECT OBJECT4PARTITION STRATEGY+PREPOSED FOCUS
a. Pén |[pho mat]z Nam cung thich.
PRTpoceven  Cheese Nam PRTggeyenaso 1K€
‘Nam likes even [cheese]g.’

b. Ca [quyén sach] Nam cing doc.
PRTFOCs0 CL book Nam PRTggy, read
‘Nam read even [the book|g.’

c.  (Chi) moi [thit bo]g Nam méi an tho.

only PRTrocony Mmeat beef  Nam PRTggony €at PRT
‘Only |beef]g does Nam eat.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Object focus II

(25) DIRECT OBJECT+PARTITION STRATEGY+PREPOSED FOCUS

a. Dén |pho mat]g Nam cung thich.
PRTgoceven  Cheese Nam PRTygeyen/aso 11k€
‘Nam likes even [cheese]g.’ .
strengthening
> A e _— !
b. Ca [quyen sich] Nam cang doc. effect
PRTFOCas0 CL book Nam PRTggu read
‘Nam read even [the book|g.”
c. (Chi) moi [thit bo]g Nam moi an thoi.
only PRTrocony Mmeat beef  Nam PRTpgony €at PRT
‘Only [beef]r does Nam eat.”
Zimmermann / Hole: 24

Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Object focus III

(25") DIRECT OBJECT4PARTITION STRATEGY+IN SITU FOCUS
a. * Nam (ciing) thich dén [pho mat]g.
Nam PRTgGevewaiso 11K€ PRTRoceven Cheese
int.: ‘Nam likes even [cheese]g.
Nam PRTBGevensalso 1€a@d PRTrocaso CL book
‘Nam read also [the book]g.’

b. Nam cing doc ca [quyén sdch].

c. Nam chi an moi [thit bo]g théL
Nam only eat PRTrocony meat beef PRT.
‘Nam ate only [beef]g.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Object focus IV

Robust generalization for MCN and VIE:

Partition strategy & EVEN — obligatory preposing

(25") DIRECT OBJECT4+PARTITION STRA TEGY+IN SITU FOCUS
Nam (ciing) thich dén [pho mat]g.
Nam PRTgGevewaso 11Ik€  PRTgoceven Cheese

int.; ‘Nam likes even [cheese]g.’

e d
M

(25) DIRECT OBJECT+PARTITION STRATEGY+PREPOSED FOCUS
a. Pén [pho mét]z Nam ciling thich.
PRTroCeven cheese Nam PRTggevenalso like
‘Nam likes even [cheese]g.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Adjunct focus in simple sentences:
adverbial markers & ,,in situ‘‘ focus

(35) ADJUNCT+AWE-STRATEGY
a. Nam ngodi Nam lam viéc tham chi vio [chu nhat]e
last year Nam do work even on Sunday
‘Last year Nam worked even on [Sundays|g.’

Nam ngoai Nam lam viéc c¢a vao [chunhat]g
last year Nam do work also on  Sunday

‘Last year Nam worked also on [Sundays]g.’

Nam ngoai Nam lam viéc chi vao [thir balg.
last year Nam do work onlyon Tuesday
‘Last year Nam worked only on [Tuesdays]g.

&

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Adjunct focus in simple sentences:

adverbial markers & partition strategy

(36) ADJUNCT+PARTITION STRATEGY+SIMPLEX SENTENCE
a. Nim ngodi tham chi vao [chu1 ﬁi%l|vzfgg~ig%,§"g}¢;’:@1”7§1“’;g§ lam viéc.
last vyear even on Su nday  Nam PRTpgevenaiso 00 Work

‘Last year Nam worked even on @%L@f@@é slg.”

?

b. Nim ngodi ¢a vao [chonhidtlg Nam ciing lam wviéc.
last year also on  Sunday Nam Pﬁ’fﬁmwmzm do work
‘Last year Nam also worked on [Sundays]g.’

c. Nam ngodi chi vao [thtbalg Nam méi lam viéc,
last year onlyon Tuesday Nam PRTggeny do work
‘Last year Nam worked only on Tuesdays.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

Adjunct focus in simple senten

adverbial markers & partition strategy

(36) ADJUNCT+PARTITION STRATEGY+SIMPLEX SENTENCE

a.  Nam ngodi tham chi vao [chu nhét]zNamciing

ces.

lam viéc.

last year even on Sunday Nam PRTgGevewasod0 work

‘Last year Nam worked even on [Sundays]g.’

b. Nam ngodi ca vao [chunhat] N
last year also on  Sunday Nam PRTgGeven/also
‘Last year Nam also worked on [Sundays]g.’

am cling

&

lam viéc.
do work

¢. Nam ngodi chi vao [thirbalg Nam méi lam viéc.

last year onlyon Tuesday Nam PRTggony do
‘Last year Nam worked only on Tuesdays.’
Instantiations
EVEN: den
ALSO:  ca

. ONLY: moi
Zimmermann / Hole:

Focus Semantics

work

FOCUS

ciing
ciing
moi

BACKGROUND

A



1. Vietnamese

Adjunct focus in simple sentences:

adverbial markers & partition strategy
OLD PARTITION SYSTEM  The general pattern

Instanti
EVEN:
ALSO:
ONLY:

[PRTEoe FOCUS]

ations

den

cling

[PRTRg BACKGROUND]

ca FOCUS  cing BACKGROUND

moi

NEW PARTITION SYSTEM The general pattern

[PRTEoc/ PRTADY

Instantiations

ALSO
EVEN
ONLY

ca | ca
deni tham chi
moil chi

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics

mot

ciing
FOCUS  ciing
moi

BACKGROUND]

BACKGROUND
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1. Vietnamese

Adjunct focus in complex sentences

(39) ADJUNCT+PARTITION STRATEGY+COMPLEX SENTENCE
a. {Ngay ca/Thamchi(cd)} khi thoi tiét [dep]r Nam ciing di  Oto.
even also/even also when weather good Nam PRTgeyeyasodrive car
‘Even when/if the weather 1s [good |z Nam still drives with his car.’

b. Ca khi thoitiet [dep]g Nam cung di Oto.
also when weather good Nam PRTyaeyenmsso drive car
‘Nam also drives with his car when/if the weather 1s [good .

o

Chi khi thoi tiét [xau]r Nam méi di  oto.
only when weather bad ~ Nam PRTgg,, drive car
‘Only when/if the weather 1s [bad|g does Nam drive with his car.

Zimmermann / Hole: 31
Focus Semantics



1. Vietnamese

Verb focus with transitive verbs

(40) VERB+AWF-STRATEGY

Hom qua Nam tham chi[an|g pho mat(, chir khong chi dtng nhin).

yesterday Nam even eat cheese CONTR.CONInot  only stand see
“Yesterday Nam even [ate | the cheese(, he didn’t just look at 1t).”

(41) VERB+AWF-STRATEGY
Nam tham chi khong thém [nhin]z pho mat.
Nam even not want see  cheese
‘Nam didn’t even want to [look|g at the cheese.’

(42) VERB+AWF-STRATEGY
Bdc nong dan khong chi  &n cichua ma [trong]e €& ca chua.
the farmer not only eat tomato but grow also tomato
"The farmer doesn’t just eat tomatoes, he also [grows|r tomatoes.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

The system 1

ADVERBIAL PARTICLES ARGUMENT BACKGROUND MARKERS
FOCUS MARKERS
EVEN  thdm chi dén ciing
ALSO ca cd ciing
ONLY chi moi moi

Table 2: Vietnamese focus-sensitive expressions with AEO foci (to b

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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1. Vietnamese

The system 11

PARTICLES C-COMMANDING FOCI | PARTICLES C-COMMANDING

BACKGROUNDS
(at some level of representation)

EVEN | argument den .
\ ; ciing
non-argument | thdm chi
ALSO | argument ca ~
ciing
non-argument | cd (plus preposing of the verb)
ONLY | argument moi
moi

non-argument | chi

Table 3: Vietnamese focus-sensitive expressions with AEO foci (final)

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics




1. Vietnamese

We‘re almost there ... for Vietnamese

(56)a. Chi moi [thit bol Nam méi in |
only PRTroconty meat beef Nam PRTpgony €at only
‘Only [beef]g does Nam eat.’

b. Nam an thit bé va ciing an ca [thit gals

Nam eat meat beef and PRTBGevenaiso€at PRTrocaso Meat chicken also

‘Nam e¢ats beef, and he eats also [chicken]s.”

What's the function of these guys?

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics




1. Vietnamese

We‘re almost there ... for Vietnamese

(56)a. Chi moi [thit bols Nam méi an |
only PRTroconty meat beef Nam PRTpgony €at only
‘Only [beef]g does Nam eat.’

b. Nam an thit bé va ciing an ca [thit gals

Nam eat meat beef and PRTBGevenaiso€d! PRTrocane Meat chicken also

“Nam eats beef, and he eats also [chicken]s.”

What‘s the function of these guys? ---

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Moving on to Chinese: AwkF ...

Wait, we need some comic relief!

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Moving on to Chinese: AwkF ...

57) MANDARIN CHINESE+AWF-STRATEGY
a. LaoWang shénzhi bu heé  cha
old Wang even not drink tea
‘Old Wang doesn’t even drink tea.’

b. Lao Wang yé he cha

old Wang also drink tea
‘Old Wang also drinks tea.”

Liao Wang zhi he  cha
old Wang only drink tea
‘Old Wang only drinks tea.’

o

Zimmermann / Hole:
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2. Chinese

Moving on to Chinese: ... and partition

(59) MANDARIN CHINESE+PARTITION STRATEGY
a. Lian [zhei zhdng shillp Lio Wing *(dou)  mdi-guo.
PRTroceven this kind  book old Wan PRTBGeven DUY-ASP
‘Old Wang has bought even this kind of book before.’

o
12
4

b. Jitsuan  [Dénidnly lai, wd *(yé) bu qu.

1. PRTrocase Demian  come | PRTRGaso NOL 2O

® = ‘[Denian]cy coming won’t make me go, [either]g.’ 2
cf. German Auch wenn |Denian|g kommi, gehe ich nicht hin.

c. Zhiyou |zhei zhdng shily Lio Wiang *(cai) mai-guo.

PRTroconty this kind book old W@ﬂg PRTRGonly DUY-ASP
‘Only this kind of book has Old Wang bought before.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Generalization I:

Particle-marked EVEN and ONLY SM foci precede their foci ...

(1) SUBJECT FOCUS
a. [Lian 14  dou bu hwui  ldi
even (s)he DOU not will come
‘Even (S)HE won’t come.’
b. [Zhiyou 714]  cdi hui  ldi

even (s)he car will come
‘Only (S)HE will come.’
(2) ADIUNCT FOCUS
a. Ta [lidn XINGQITLIN| dou yao gongzuo.
(s)he even Sunday DOU wantwork
‘(S)He wants to work even on SUNDAYS.’

ol

b.Ta [zhiyou XINGQITIAN] cdi ba  yao  gongzuo.

(s)he only Sunday CAl not want work
‘(S)He only doesn’t want to work on SUNDAYS.’

/“ Ry
#
W 8
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Generalization I:
Particle-marked EVEN and ONLY SM foci precede their foci
even if they have to move first (no in-situ partition as in Vietnamese!)

EVEN:

(3) OBJECT FOCUS
a. Xido-Wdang  |lian JFROU]; (dou) bu chi t;!
Little Wang even chicken-meat DOU not eat

‘Little Wang doesn’t even eat CHICKEN MEAT!’
b. Xido Wdang  {lidn} dou bu chi  [{lidn}J-rOU]!

Little Wang even DOU not eat  evenchicken-meat
intended: ‘Little Wang doesn’t even eat CHICKEN MEAT!’
c. Xiago Wang  bu chi  ji-rou.

Little Wang not eat  chicken-meat

‘Little Wang doesn’t eat chicken meat.’

"

¥

'y

e

Zimmermann / Hole: 41
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Generalization I:
Particle-marked EVEN and ONLY SM foci precede their foci

even if they have to move first (no in-situ partition as in Vietnamese!)

ONLY:
(4) OBIECT FOCUS
a. Lao Wang |[zhiyou ZzHE-zhong — shill; cdi mdi-guo
Old Wang only this-cL:kind  book CAI  buy-Asp
‘Old Wang hiz»ﬁ bought only THIS kind of book before.’
¢ {zhiyou} cdi mdi-guo {zhiyou} ZHE-zhong

o

"f

b. *Ldo Wdng
Old Wang uzﬂx CAl buy-Asp only this-cL:kind
intended: “Old W ang has Eﬁ:}gf@'izi only THiS kind of book before.’
c. Lao Wing mdi-guo zhe-zhong shii.
Old Wang buy-AsP this-cL:kind  book

efore.”

ng has bought this kind of book b

w {

‘Old War

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

(1)
(ii)

(11) A partic

Particle-marked EVEN and ONLY foci precede Neg/ModP.
ht syntax.

Movement of the focus may ensure the rigl

« o

le
often be used preceding Neg/ModP.

> co-varying with the type of focus preceding Neg/ModP must

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Complications (1) + (11):
(1) Movement of postverbal material with
SM/partition structures 1s constrained.

(11) Itis constrained differently for ONLY foci and
EVEN foci, respectively.

Zimmermann / Hole: 44
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Generalization II:
Visible movement of objects in ONLY partition structures is constrained

by referential status/definiteness.

(10) Lao Wdang |zhiyou *(zhei) SAN-bén shiil;, cai mai-guo ;.
Old Wang only this 3-CL book CAr  buy-AsP
‘Old Wang has bought only *(these) THREE books before.’

Zimmermann / Hole: 45
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Generalization III:

Movement of objects in EVEN partition structures is not constrained.
(19) a. INDEFINITES

Lao Weng [lidn vi-bén shii], dou  méi  you .
Old Wang even [-cL book DOU not  have
‘Old Wang doesn’t even have a SINGLE book.”
b. VERBS
Lao Wdang |lian DONG| dou  bu dong.
Old Wang even move DOU not move 46

‘Old Wang doesn’t even MOVE.’



2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Upshot so far:

It‘s probably misguided to interpret preposing with partition structures in
MCN as solely governed by a need to oppose a focus and a background
part in the syntax.

At least the preposing is constrained differently:

Definiteness preposing for ONLY foci (reminiscent of scrambling in
German and object shift in other languages)

Exhaustivity(?)-driven preposing for EVEN foci (reminiscent of the
preverbal focus facts in Hungarian and other languages; Malte on
Wednesday)

Zimmermann / Hole: 47
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

But then again...

Definiteness preposing with ONLY foci is obligatory, whereas
normal object preposing/object shift is optional.

DEFINITE | GENERIC INDEI

movement of
objects possible

. impossible
movement of B

objects in ONLY
focus interacting
with cdi

obligatory

Table 1: Overt movement of canonically post-verbal objects (Hole 2004: 58)

Zimmermann / Hole: 48
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Refined upshot:

With respect to obligatory preposing in partition
structures

(1) DEFINITE objects interpreted as ONLY foci
(11) objects interpreted as EVEN foci

form a natural class.

Zimmermann / Hole: 49
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Implementation I:
Shyu (1996)

SpecFocP gfff AN
FOCUS (PHRASE) / N\
e AN
&

Foc® Neg/ModP
dau
{edi)

Figure 1: Checking configuration for Mandarin focus phrases headed by dou (or cdi)

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Fook
. PN
Implementation I: N
f“f, o
g . Fod
Shyu (1996) }i
SpecFocP // o
FOCUS (PHRASE) 7 Ny
v ~N
Foc” NegModP

The analysis explains...

(8) (1) the obligatory use of dou (and cdi) — they are heads

(i1) the general topolo %3, of the construction and, specifically...

(111) the movement facts — movement to/through SpecFoc is required
Weaker points

MM

(9) (1) renewed reluctance to assume FocPs

(11) How are the ad-focus particles accommodated?
What 1s their function?

(111) semantic side of the proposal 1s missing

E

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

Implementation II:
Hole (2004)

BGP

SpecBG
FOCUS (PHRASE)

BG’ Neg/ModP
dau
(cai)

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and movement

BGP

Implementation II:
Hole (2004)

SpecBG
FOCUS (PHRASE)

BG" Neg/ModP
dau
(car)
The analysis explains...
(i)  the obligatory use of dou (and cdi) — they are heads
(ii)  the general topology of the construction and, specifically...
(iii)  the movement facts — movement to/through SpecBG is required
(iv)  the concomitant use of an ad-focus marker as part of Spec
Weaker points:
(i) renewed reluctance to assume FocPs

(ii) What's the LF status of the partition? -- A problem with NPlIs...

Zimmermann / Hole: 53
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form

Position I: The partition structures are interpreted as such at
LF; only LFs with Structured Meanings are well-
formed.

Putative constraint on interpretable LFs:
(A) *[ggp --- XPgoe ---1

Evidence for (A): Chinese Beck Effects (Beck 1996; 2006)
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form

Putative constraint on interpretable LFs:

(A)

*[agp - XPproc -]

Evidence for (A): Chinese Beck Effects (Beck 1996; 2006)

A Beck effect with multiple wh-questions in German:

Wen hat Karl WO getroffen? (no echo inton.)
who.OBJ  has Karl where  met

‘For which persons x and which places y: Karl met x at place y?’

*Wen hat Karl nicht wo getroffen? (no echo inton.)
who.OBJ  has Karl not where met
*‘For which persons x and which places y: Karl met x at place y?’

Wen hat Karl nicht in Koln getroffen?
who.OBJ  has Karl not in Cologne met
‘“Who didn’t Karl meet in Cologne?’
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Putative constraint on interpretable LFs:
(A)  *[ggp - XPgoc -]

Evidence for (A): Chinese Beck Effects (Beck 1996; 2006)

b. *Wen hat Karl nicht wo getroffen? (no echo inton.)
who.OBJ  has Karl not where met
*“‘For which persons x and which places y: Karl met x at place y?’
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Putative constraint on interpretable LFs:
(A)  *[ggp - XPgoc -]

Evidence for (A): Chinese Beck Effects (Beck 1996; 2006)

We know that definite ONLY-marked objects must move in Chinese.

NEW: Indefinite ONLY-marked objects stay in situ even in the presence of
partition morphemes!

(11) Ldo Wdng cdi  mai-le  SAN-bén shii.
Old Wang car buy-Asp 3-CL book
‘Old Wang bought only THREE books.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Putative constraint on interpretable LFs:

(A)  *[ggp - XPgoc -]
We know that definite ONLY-marked objects must move in Chinese.

NEW: Indefinite ONLY-marked objects stay in situ even in the presence of
partition morphemes!

(11) Lao Wang cdai  mai-le  SAN-bén  shii.
Old Wang car buy-ASP 3-CL book
‘Old Wang bought only THREE books.’

NEW: Intervening negation/modals lead to uninterpretability.

(13) *Ldo Wdang  cdi néng/bu mai  SAN-bén shii.
Old Wang cal  can/no buy %& book

{
intended: “Old Wang can only hm*wﬁv doesn’t buy THREE books.

If this 1s taken as a sign of blocked LF movement, (13) is an argument in favor of

(A) as an LF constraint.
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form

Position II: The partition structures are not interpreted as such
at LF; all this 1s a PF phenomenon.

Putative constraint on pronouncable PFs:

(A‘) PF: >x<[de::lccentedBG XPFOC ]

A strong argument against (A): NPIs as a special case of
EVEN foci
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form

Position II: The partition structures are not interpreted as such

at LF; all this 1s a PF phenomenon.
NPIs

(29) a. lexical EVEN focus

Lao Wdng (lian) JI-ROU ®dou) méi
old Wang even chicken-meat ]
‘Old Wang didn’t even eat CHICKEN MEAT!

b. lexical NPI
Ldo Wang (lian) yi-pDI  jii  *(dou) méi  hel
old Wang even I1-drop wine DOU not eat
‘Old Wang didn’t even have a DROP of wine!”

¢. indefinite pronoun as strong NPI
Léo Wing SHENME *(dou) méi  he!

old Wang what DOU not eat
‘Old Wang didn’t drink ANYTHING AT ALLY

Zimmermann / Hole:
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
NPIs

(29) a. lexical EVEN focus
Léao Wdng  (lidn)y JI-ROU *dou) méi chil
old Wang even chicken-meat DOU not.have eat
‘Old Wang didn’t even eat CHICKEN MEAT!’
lexical NPI
Lao Wang (liany vyi-pI  jii *(dou) méi  hel
old Wang even I-drop wine DOU not eat
‘Old Wang didn’t even have a DROP of wine!’
¢. indefinite pronoun as strong NPI
Lao Wing SHENME *(dou) méi  he!
old Wang what DOU not eat
‘Old Wang didn’t drink ANYTHING AT ALL!”

b.

If NPIs must be interpreted in the scope of negation, then
the NPIs in (29) must reconstruct before LF, or their preposing is just a PF
effect.
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form

Conflicting evidence:

Indefinite ONLY foci seem to require partitions in LF
syntax. ONLY foci with partition structures are interpreted

above negation.

NPIs as a subtype of EVEN foci cannot be interpreted above
negation. Being an NPI entails being interpreted in the scope

of negation.
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Conflicting evidence:

ONLY foci seem to require LF partitions.

EVEN foci exclude LF partitions.

Way out I: ONLY and EVEN foci belong to independent systems with
merely similar behavior.

Way out II: ONLY and EVEN foci belong to one and the same system,
but:

(1)  Movement is constrained differently for ONLY and EVEN foci.
(11)  Movement has nothing to do with scope/interpretation.

(111) The true focus quantification is done by pronounced or
unpronounced adverbial focus markers.
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Way out II: ONLY and EVEN foci belong to one and the same system, but:

(1)
(i1)
(iii)

(36) a.

Movement is constrained differently for ONLY and EVEN foci.
Movement has nothing to do with scope/interpretation.

The true focus quantification is done by pronounced or unpronounced
adverbial focus markers.

EVEN >> NEGY “NEG >> EVEN

Zhangsan even even ftea DOU not drink
“Zhangsan dogsn’t even drink TEA.
ONLY >> NEG§

Zhangsan @y |zhiyou |ZHEI zhong chdl, |edai bu he 1.

Zhangsan only this kind tea cAr not drink
“Zhangsan only doesn’t drink thisg kind of tea.”

Zimmermann / Hole:
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2. Chinese

Chinese partition structures and Logical Form
Way out II: ONLY and EVEN foci belong to one and the same system, but:
(1) Movement is constrained differently for ONLY and EVEN foci.

(1)  Movement has nothing to do with scope/interpretation.

(ii1)  The true focus quantification is done by pronounced or unpronounced
adverbial focus markers.

Supporting evidence:

(1)  Krifka (1995): even 1s just a redu
(11) Lee (2005): Korean ad-focus -man
osition.

idant uptake of Emph.Assert
‘only” agrees with ¢

Ql“

implicit) marker in adverbial p

Zimmermann / Hole:
Focus Semantics

(frequently

65




3. What to do?

Returning to the fieldworker’s nightmare

(1) Chi moi NAM; méi an thit bo
only, only, Nam  only;eat beef
‘Only Nam eats beef.’

(2) Thamchi dn  NAM, ciing in thit bo.

even, even, Nam also cat meat
‘Even Nam ate beef.’

Zimmermann / Hole:
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3. What to do?

Returning to the fieldworker’s nightmare

(1) Chi mobi NAMy; mé6i an thitbo  théi.
onlyyuevar?) Onlypp.roc Nam onlypg g eat beef only,
‘Only Nam eats beef.’

But this 1s just the beginning...
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Thank you!
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